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SUBJECT: THE SHAGARI/KANO NORTHERN PARTY 

REF: (A) LAGOS 7365, (B) LAGOS 7170, (C) KADUNA 673 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, MEETINGS OF 
PROMINENT NORTHERN POLITICIANS WHO ARE COALESCING 
AROUND A SHEHU SHAGARI-AMINU KANO ALLIANCE WERE 
HELD RECENTLY IN LAGOS AND IN KADUNA. 

2. A FRONTPAGE STORY BY JAMES ODAFE IN THE 
JUNE 21 NIGERIAN OBSERVER REPORTS THAT A "UNITY 
FRONT" POLITICAL PARTY WAS FOUNDED AT A RECNT 
MEETING IN LAGOS WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS 
OF THE FORMER NORTHERN PEOPLES' CONGRESS (NPC), 
NORTHERN ELEMENTS PROGRESSIVE UNION (NEPU), AND 
THE UNITED MIDDLE BELT CONGRESS (UMBC). THE 
ODAFE ACCOUNT REPORTS THAT FIVE REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM EACH OF THE TEN NORTHERN STATES 
ATTENDED THE MEETING INCLUDING SHEHU SHAGARI. 

AD AMU CIROMA, KAM SELEM, SHETTIMA ALI MONGUNO, 
SOLA SARAKI, ISA KAITA, UMARU DIKKO, AND IBRAHIM 
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TAHIR. FURTHERMORE, VETERAN MIDDLE BELT LEADER 
JOSEPH TARKA "FLEW IN FROM LONDON FOR THE MEETING." 
ODAFE REPORTS THAT AMINU KANO AND INUWA WADA 
WERE NOT PRESENT AT THE MEETING BUT SENT MESSAGES 
OF SUPPORT. BOTH MEN WERE SAID TO BE ABSENT 
BECAUSE THEY WERE RECEIVING MEDICAL TREATMENT. 
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4. ODAFE REPORTS THAT THE MEETING SET UP 
STEERING, POLITICAL, AND FINANCIAL COMMITTEES. 

THE STEERING COMMITTEE IS HEADED BY JOSEPH 
TARKA. OTHER MEMEBERS OF THE COMMITTEE INCLUDE 
UMARU DIKKO AND ISA KAITA. 

5. ODAFE ADDS THAT WAZIRI IBRAHIM DID NOT ATTEND 
THE MEETING AND HIS SUPPORTERS TOLD THE GROUP 
THAT BORNO STATE SUPPORTS IBRAHIM FOR PRESIDENT 
IN 1979. 

6. AN ACCOUNT BY ERIC TENIOLA IN THE JUNE 21 
PUNCH REPORTS THAT A POLITICAL MEETING TOOK PLACE 
IN KADUNA OVER THE WEEKEND. ACCORDING TO TENIOLA, 
TAHIR, SARAKI, TARKA AND DIKKO WERE PRESENT PLUS 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM EASTERN STATES. SHAGARI, 
CIROMA, AND ALI MONGUNO "WERE SAID TO HAVE 
INTEREST IN THE MEETING BUT DID NOT SHOW UP." 
TENIOLA DESCRIBES THE MEETING AS A FOLLOW-UP 

TO THE JUNE 3 CONFERENCE AT THE PARLIAMENT 
BUILDINGS IN LAGOS. 

7. COMMENT: WE ASSUME THAT ODAFE'S ACCOUNT 
REFERS TO THE JUNE 3 MEETING (REF B) WHILE 
TENIOLA S REPORT SEEMS TO BE ABOUT A LATER 
MEETING. IN ANY CASE, BOTH REPORTS REFLECT THE 
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IMPRESSION HERE THAT A MAJOR NORTHERN POLITICAL 
PARTY BUILT AROUND A SHAGARI-KANO AXIS WILL 
EMERGE WHEN THE BAN ON POLITICS IS LIFTED. 

WYMAN 
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